In 1914 I brought before the Society evidence to support the view that the eclamptic phenomenon has as its immediate cause a massive damage of the placenta^). In the following communication evidence bearing on the same question has been adduced from an analysis of the cases of recurring toxaemia treated in the Edinburgh Royal Maternity Hospital during the years 1923 to 1926. In previous papers it was argued that this placental conception of eclampsia is in accord with the clinical and pathological data, and that it explains the specific characters of the disease by means of an equally unique and specific morbid process.
For the placental arrangements are such that localised damage or death of any one part implies a mass of disintegrating matter lying directly in the blood stream of the mother, a pathological process which finds no parallel in the whole range of disease. It was urged further that the assault on the placenta, which underlies the process, is of such a kind that if operating over a considerable area of the organ it can lead to an immediate ending of pregnancy without toxaemia, but that, where it is less marked, it is consistent with continued life of the fetus and with the development within the disintegrating tissue of the toxic elements responsible for the eclamptic attack.
In other words an essential factor is sufficient time for the formation of the poisonous ingredients and their leakage into the maternal blood stream, which bathes the surrounding surfaces of the affected area. Such a view is in harmony with the well-known facts that no essential part of the eclamptic process is direct damage of the fetus, the life of which may be unharmed even in the most fulminating case, and that, on the other hand, a severe eclampsia may suddenly subside after the intra-uterine death of the fetus and the consequent complete detachment of the placenta, or, at least, the shutting off of the placental circulation. (2) to (5) normal, (6) eclampsia, (7) eclampsia. 1645 (1926) . Pregnancies (1) to (9) normal, (10) eclampsia, placenta prcevia. 4 . 986 (1923) . Pregnancies (1) and (2) normal, (3) and (4) "albuminuria (5) normal, (6) " albuminuria(7) premature still-birth, (8) abortion,
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